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amendment  which  turned  out  to  be  the  exact  wording 
of  the  Fourth  Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 


In  1995,  Congress  made  voting  history.  Between  Janu 
ary  4  and  November  25,  the  House  and  Senate  record¬ 
ed  more  than  1,400  votes.  In  the  past  ten  years.  Con¬ 
gress  recorded  an  average  of  818  votes  each  year,  and 
only  cracked  the  1,000  mark  once  before  —  in  1993. 


In  January,  a  Senate  Democrat  proposed  a  "sense  of  the 
Senate"  amendment  stating  that  changes  in  the 
Consumer  Price  Index  should  result  from  thoughtful 
study  and  expert  opinion,  not  from  pressure  created  by 
politicians.  Democrats  voted  unanimously  for 
thoughtful  study  and  Republicans  voted  unanimously 

against  it. 


This  year's  voting  history  is  marked  not  only  by 

volume,  but  also  by  party  solidarity.  As  the  new 

Republican  majority  endeavored  to  make  its  mark, 

Republican  members  voted 

in  a  block  more  than  half  the  WHAJ^  NiW 

time.  Of  1,405  recorded 

\^otes,  fewer  than  5 

Republicans  voted  against  a 

party  position  in  52%  of  the 

votes.  Though  the 

Democratic  minority  ^ 

undoubtedly  felt  somewhat 
compelled  to  support  the 
Democratic  President, 

Democrats  voted  as  a  party 

less  often.  In  about  20%  of 

the  recorded  votes,  fewer 

than  5  Democrats  departed 

from  a  Democratic  party  A 

position.  Ill  X 


In  This  Issue 


This  voting  record  presents  a 
selection  of  votes  on  a  range 
of  issues  that  are  important 
to  FCNL.  For  clarity,  we 
ha\'e  tried  to  select  votes  that 
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•  focused  on  one  issue  or  set 
of  issues. 


were  not  overwhelmingly 
governed  by  partisan 
solidarity,  and 


related  to  issues  on  which 
FCNL's  legislative  policy 
indicates  a  clear  position. 


Votes  that  are 

overwhelmingly  guided  by 
party  solidarity  can  give  an 
inaccurate  picture  of 
members'  views  on  public 
policy  issues.  For  example: 


FCNL  worked  on  many 
other  issues  this  year,  but 
some — like  UN  funding — 
were  not  reflected  in  a  clear 
vote  on  the  House  or  Senate 
floor. 


In  February,  all  House 
Republicans  and  75 
Democrats  voted  against  an 
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Some  Key  House  Votes 


1.  Public  Interest  Lobbying.  Rep.  Skaggs  (CO)  moved  to 
strike  language  in  the  Labor/  HHS  appropriations  bill 
that  would  restrict  lobbying  actix  ities  of  non-profit  orga¬ 
nizations  that  receix  e  federal  grants,  and  bar  them  from 
litigating  against  any  gox  emment  agency,  even  if  these 
actix  ities  are  paid  for  without  using  government  money. 
Rejected  187-232,  on  Aug.  3.  FCNL  for. 

2.  Military  Contractors'  Lobbying  Restrictions.  Rep. 
Schrcx?der  (CO)  offered  an  amendment  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense  (DOD)  appropriations  bill,  to  prohibit 
military  contractors  from  using  goivrumcnt  contract 
monexf  to  lobby  Congress.  Rejected  182-238,  on  Sept.  7. 
FCNL  for. 

3.  Protect  Military  Spending.  In  the  debate  on  the  line- 
item  x  eto,  which  would  hax  e  gix  en  the  President  per¬ 
mission  to  delete  certain  spending  items  and  tax  cuts 
from  legislation.  Rep.  Skelton  (MO)  proposed  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  keep  the  president  from  rescinding  any  military 
programs  that  were  larger  than  $50  million.  Rejected,  52- 
362,  on  Feb.  2.  FCNL  opposed. 

4.  No  More  B-2  Bombers.  Rep.  Kasich  (OH)  and  Dellums 
(CA)  proposed  to  eliminate  funds  in  the  DOD  Autho¬ 
rization  bill  for  new  B-2  Bomber  components.  Rejected, 
203-219,  on  June  13.  FCNL  for. 

5.  Cut  F-22  Fighter  Planes.  Rep.  Obey  (Wl)  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  DOD  Appropriations  bill,  to  cut  $1 
billion  (almost  halO  of  the  money  allocated  for  the  dex  el- 
opment  of  new  F-22  Advanced  Tactical  Fighter  Planes. 
Rejected,  126-293,  on  Sept.  7.  FCNL  for. 

6.  Cut  Military  Spending.  Rep.  Schroeder  (CO)  proposed 
to  cut  3‘^o  from  the  DOD  appropriations  bill,  to  reduce 
the  total  to  an  amount  closer  to  what  the  Pentagon  had 
requested.  Rejected,  124-296,  on  Sept.  7.  FCNL  for. 

7.  Controlling  the  Arms  Trade.  Rep.  McKinney  (GA) 
offered  an  amendment  to  the  State  Department  Autho¬ 
rization  bill,  known  as  the  "Code  of  Conduct  for  Arms 
Transfers,"  which  would  prohibit  military  aid  and  the 
transfer  of  arms  to  governments  that  abuse  human 
rights.  Rejected,  157-162,  on  May  24.  FCNL  for. 

8.  Alternative  Budget.  Rep.  Payne  (NJ)  offered  an  alterna¬ 
tive  budget  proposal  on  behalf  of  the  Congressional 
Black  Caucus  and  the  Democratic  Progressive  Caucus. 
The  proposal  would  balance  the  federal  budget  by  2002 


by  cutting  military  spending,  closing  corporate  tax  loop¬ 
holes,  and  increasing  taxes  on  inherited  wealth.  Reject¬ 
ed,  56-367,  on  May  18.  FCNL  for. 

9.  Fair  Taxation.  In  the  debate  on  the  line-item  veto  (see 
x'ote  #  3),  Rep.  Waters  (CA)  offered  an  amendment  to 
allow  the  president  to  veto  tax  changes  when  more  than 
50%  of  a  tax  benefit  would  accrue  to  the  top  10%  of 
income  earners.  Rejected,  144-280,  on  Feb.  6.  FCNL  for. 

10.  Food  Stamp  Block  Grant.  Rep.  Hostettler  (IN)  proposed 
changing  the  nationwide  fcx'wd  stamp  program  from  an 
entitlement  to  a  state-based  block  grant,  and  "freezing" 
funds  at  FY95  levels.  People  would  no  longer  qualify 
automatically  for  the  program  when  their  income  fell 
below  the  poverty  line.  Rejected  114-316,  on  March  23. 
FCNL  opposed. 

11.  Indian  Education.  Rep.  Obey  (WI)  proposed  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Interior  Appropriations  bill  to  restore  some 
of  the  funds  that  had  been  cut  from  Indian  education 
programs.  Rejected,  143-282,  on  July  13.  FCNL  for. 

12.  Environmental  Regulations.  Rep.  Stokes  (OH)  moved 
to  delete  language  from  an  appropriations  bill  that 
would  have  prohibited  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  from  enforcing  certain  environmental  laws, 
including  parts  of  the  Clean  Air  and  Clean  Water  Acts. 
The  language  was  deleted  by  a  vote  of  212-206  on  July 
28.  FCNL  for  the  motion  to  delete.  (This  action  was 
reversed  three  days  later  in  a  210-210  vote.) 

13.  Death  Penalty  Appeals.  Rep.  Watt  (NC)  offered  to 
amend  the  crime  bill  to  allow  a  second  habcus  cor}nis 
petition,  if  new  evidence  discovered  since  a  death 
penaltv  trial  could  have  resulted  in  acquittal.  Rejected, 
151-280,  Feb.  8.  FCNL  for. 

14.  Foreign  Aid  Cuts.  Rep.  Gilman  (NY)  proposed  a  $24 
million  cut  in  appropriations  for  the  Development 
Assistance  Fund,  which  provides  aid  for  long-term 
development,  including  agriculture,  education  and 
enx'ironmental  programs.  Rejected,  202-218,  on  June  27. 
FCNL  against. 

15.  Cuba  Embargo.  Passage  of  a  bill  (H.R.  927)  to 
strengthen  the  U.S.  embargo  against  Cuba.  Passed,  294- 
130,  Sept.  21.  FCNL  against. 


SYMBOLS: 

Y  or  N  or  +  or  -  =  consistent  with  FCNL's  position  on  the  issue, 
y  or  n  or  (+)  or  (-)  =  not  consistent  with  FCNL's  position  on  the  issue. 

(+  and  -  mean  that  the  member  announced  a  position,  but  did  not  actually  vote.) 

P  =  present.  A  blank  space  means  that  the  member  did  not  vote,  was  not  in  office, 
or  could  not  vote. 

Speaker  of  the  House,  Newt  Gingrich,  ordinarily  does  not  vote. 

The  party  affiliations  given  in  this  record  are  accurate  as  of  12-4-95. 


The  following  representatives  changed 
their  affiliations  from  Democrat  to 
Republican  on  these  dates: 

Rep.  Deal,  GA  4-10-95 

Rep.  Laughlin,  TX  6-26-95 

Rep.  Tauzin,  LA  8-6-95 

Rep.  Parker,  MS  11-10-95 

Rep.  Hayes,  LA  12-1-95 
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Some  Key  Senate  Votes 


1.  Non-Profit  Lobby  Restrictions.  Senators  Craig  (ID)  and 
Simpson  (WY)  offered  an  amendment  to  the  Continuing 
Resolution  to  restrict  lobbying  by  non-profit  groups. 
Organizations  of  any  size  could  not  continue  to  receive 
federal  grants  if  they  spend  more  than  $1  million  (from 
any  source)  on  lobbying  the  federal  government.  Large 
non-profits  (with  budgets  over  $3  million)  that  are  orga¬ 
nized  under  Internal  Revenue  Code  501 -c-4  could  not 
receive  federal  grants.  Amendment  passed  (on  a  second 
vote),  49-47,  November  9.  FCNL  opposed. 

2.  Military  Spending  Increase.  Senator  Thurmond  (SC) 
offered  an  amendment  to  the  budget  resolution  to 
increase  military  spending  over  the  next  seven  years  by 
$92.3  billion  (budget  authority),  and  to  cut  domestic 
spending  by  a  like  amount.  Amendment  rejected,  40-60, 
May  23.  FCNL  opposed. 

3.  Military  Spending  Freeze.  Senator  Harkin  (lA)  pro¬ 
posed  an  amendment  to  freeze  military  spending  for  the 
next  seven  years,  and  to  transfer  about  $35  billion  saved 
to  education  and  job  training.  Amendment  rejected  28- 
71,  May  24.  FCNL  for. 

4.  Military  Spending  Cut.  Senator  Wellstone  (MN)  pro¬ 
posed  a  $10  billion  cut  in  the  FY96  military  budget,  with 
the  savings  applied  to  deficit  reduction.  Amendment 
rejected  12-87,  May  25.  FCNL  for. 

5.  Seawolf  Submarines.  Senator  McCain  (AZ)  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  EXDD  Authorization  bill  to  eliminate 
funding  for  a  third  Seawolf  Submarine.  Amendment 
rejected,  30-70,  August  3.  FCNL  for. 

6.  Landmines.  Senator  Leahy  (VT)  introduced  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  authorization 
bill,  setting  a  one-year  moratorium  on  most  uses  of 
landmines  by  the  U.S.  military,  and  urging  the  president 
to  support  U.N.  efforts  to  end  the  manufacture,  export, 
and  use  of  landmines  worldwide.  Amendment  adopt¬ 
ed,  67-27,  on  August  3.  FCNL  for. 

7.  Welfare  Overhaul.  Passage  of  a  bill  to  overhaul  the 
welfare  system,  cutting  $66  billion  over  7  years,  replac¬ 
ing  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  with  a 
state-based  discretionary  program,  limiting  assistance  to 
5  years  in  a  lifetime,  denying  assistance  after  2  years 
unless  the  recipient  goes  to  work,  and  allows  states  to 
deny  benefits  to  teenage  mothers  and  to  children  bom  in 
to  families  already  on  welfare.  Passed  87  - 12,  Septem¬ 
ber  19.  FCNL  opposed. 

8.  Assistance  for  Legal  Immigrants.  Senator  Feinstein 
(CA)  offered  an  amendment  to  allow  legal  immigrants  to 
qualify  for  non-cash  assistance,  such  as  assistance  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  domestic  violence.  Amendment  rejected  20-78, 
September  14.  FCNL  for. 

9.  Legal  Services.  Senator  Gramm  (TX)  moved  to  table 
(kill)  an  amendment  by  Senator  Domenici  (NM)  which 
would  preseiA^e  the  Legal  Services  Corporation  as  a 


national  program.  Without  Senator  Domenici's  amend¬ 
ment,  the  Commerce-Justice-State  appropriations  bill 
would  cut  the  funding  for  the  program  by  1/3  and 
allow  states  to  use  the  remaining  funds  to  set  up  their 
own  programs.  Senator  Gramm's  motion  failed,  39-60, 
on  September  29.  FCNL  against  the  motion  to  table. 

10.  Indian  Education.  Senator  Gorton  (WA)  moved  to  table 
(kill)  an  amendment  by  Senator  Bingaman  (NM)  that 
would  have  restored  some  of  the  funds  cut  from  Indian 
education  programs  by  reallocating  funds  for  other 
Interior  Department  programs.  Amendment  tabled,  68- 
30,  August  9.  FCNL  against  motion  to  table. 

11.  Terrorism/Alien  Exclusion.  Passage  of  an  anti-terrorism 
bill  which  streamlines  the  process  for  excluding  and 
deporting  both  legal  and  illegal  aliens  suspected  of  terror¬ 
ist  activity,  and  creates  a  new  crime  of  contributing  to 
any  of  the  programs  of  an  organization  that  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  lists  as  being  "linked  to  terrorism."  The  bill 
also  severely  limits  death  row  appeals.  Passed  91-8  on 
June  7.  FCNL  opposed. 

12.  Alaska  National  Wildlife  Refuge  (ANWR).  Senator 
Roth  (DE)  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Budget  Reso¬ 
lution  to  prohibit  oil  drilling  in  ANWR.  Then  Senator 
Domenici  (NM)  moved  to  table  (kill)  Sen.  Roth's  prohi¬ 
bition.  Sen.  Domenici's  motion  prevailed,  56-44,  May 
24.  FCNL  opposed  to  the  motion  to  table. 

13.  Cuba  Embargo.  Passage  of  a  bill  to  expand  economic 
sanctions  against  Cuba.  Passed  74-24,  October  19. 

FCNL  opposed. 


Brought  to  you  by... 

The  preparation  and  publication  of  this  Congres¬ 
sional  Voting  Record  is  funded  entirely  through  the 
generous  gifts  of  individuals. 

You  can  support  the  ongoing  work  of  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation,  and  regularly 
receive  the  FCNL  Washington  Neiosletter,  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  donation  today.  Your  check  to  the  FCNL 
supports  our  lobbying  effort  and  is  not  tax 
deductible.  A  gift  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  is 
tax  deductible. 

Your  gifts  make  our  Quaker  witness  possible. 
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No.  594,  December  1995 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  26  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  7  other 
Friends'  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  1 1 
issues  per  year.  Contributors  include:  Joe  Volk. 
Ned  Stowe.  Ruth  Flower.  .Aura  Kanegis.  Richard 
Ewell.  Melissa  Shirk.  Barbara  Ginsburg.  and 
Arthur  Boyd. 

Donors  to  FCNL  or  FCNL  Education  Fund 
receive  the  New  sletter  and  other  cKcasional  mail¬ 
ings.  Also  a\ailable  in  microform  from  Universi¬ 
ty  Microfilms  International.  .^(K)  North  Zeeb 
Road.  Dept. PR. .  Ann  Arbor.  MI  41806 

Available  in  large  print  or  tape  recordings. 


How  to  Use  This  Voting  Record 


1.  Find  your  representative  and  your  tw'o  senators. 
Study  their  \'otes  on  the  issues  described  on 
pages  2  and  3. 

2.  Compare  their  votes 

•  to  FCNL's  recommended  positions. 

•  to  each  other.  For  example,  did  your  represen¬ 
tative  vote  to  allow  military  contractors  to  use 
public  monies  for  lobbying  Congress  (vote  #1), 
and  against  letting  non-profit  grant  recipients 
lobby  Congress  (vote  #2)? 

•  to  the  senators'  and  representative's  own  state¬ 
ments  at  home.  For  example,  does  your  repre¬ 
sentative  speak  about  fair  taxes  for  everyone, 
and  vote  for  tax  loopholes  for  a  few  (v^ote  #9), 
or  speak  about  balancing  the  budget,  but  vote 
for  more  military  spending  than  even  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  requested  (vote  #6)? 

3.  Ask  your  representative  and  senators  about  any 
vote  that  raises  questions  in  your  mind.  Remem¬ 
ber  that  this  voting  record  is  not  a  "rating"  of 
members  of  Congress  and  that  it  does  not  tell  the 
whole  story.  A  member's  work  in  committee,  or 
his  or  her  leadership  on  an  important  modifying 
amendment  might  be  more  significant  to  an  issue 


in  the  long  run  that  the  particular  votes  reflected 
here.  Express  appreciation  for  votes  and  other 
actions  that  represent  your  views. 

4.  During  the  coming  year,  use  the  voting  record  as 
one  indication  of  your  senators'  and  representa¬ 
tive's  views  on  related  issues,  and  encourage 
them  to  consider  perspectives  that  you  share  with 
FCNL. 


Opportunity 

FCNL  seeks  a  full-time  Legislative  Education  Sec¬ 
retary/Editor.  Job  requires  knowledge  of  and 
experience  with  legislativ^e  processes;  excellent 
editing,  writing,  research,  and  communication 
skills;  experience  in  education  design  and  plan¬ 
ning;  understanding  of  and  sympathy  with 
Friends'  testimonies  and  FCNL's  legislative  poli¬ 
cies;  excellent  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  in  coalitions.  March  15, 1996,  is  the  deadline 
for  completed  applications.  Salary  range  $38,700  - 
$48,000  with  full  benefits.  Send  letter  of  inquiry  to 
Nancy  Marlow,  FCNL,  245  Second  St.,  NE,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20002-5795. 
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